Polyneuropathy associated with IgA monoclonal gammopathy: a hypothesis of its pathogenesis.
We describe three patients with chronic progressive polyneuropathy associated with IgA monoclonal gammopathy. Two patients had a prominent sensory neuropathy and one had a prominent motor neuropathy. Sural nerve biopsies showed axonal degeneration in all cases. In immunocytochemical studies patients' IgG immunostained axons. By Western immunoblot a band of IgG reactivity with an axonal protein of 66 kDa was found. No band of IgA and IgM were found. We suggest the possibility that the IgA monoclonal protein may act as a stimulating factor of preexisting B cell clones eliciting an immune reaction against nerve antigens.